
70-word profile
15th July 1963, the day after Bastille Day. René, reluctant 
war hero, now runs a café in downtown Nouvion (after a certain 
TV series…). A 2002 competition-winning layout built to the 
theme “French, narrow-gauge, no larger than an A2 sheet of 
paper.” The entire G-scale (!) layout, from buildings to rolling 
stock, is scratchbuilt and kit-bashed. A working stone tipper 
and sound effects are some of its many delightful intricacies.

210-word profile
15th of July 1963, the day after Bastille Day in Nouvion. 
Nouvion in Normandy was of course made famous in a British 
television sitcom chronicling the exploits of the local French 
Resistance in the Second World War.

René, reluctant war hero, now runs a café in downtown 
Nouvion - his original premises town-square were destroyed 
in an unfortunate incident three days after D-day. Details are 
sketchy but it is known that the incident involved Lt. Gruber’s 
little tank, an American B17 bomber and a large sausage. 
Lt. Gruber and the sausage survived...

This 2002 layout was built for Chelmsford Model Railway 
Club’s ‘French Connection’ competition, as a joint father-and-
son effort, and was awarded First prize.

The competition theme, ‘Narrow gauge, no larger than an A2 
sheet of paper’ was interpreted as ‘large scale and build high,’ 
as there was no restriction on these dimensions. The theme 
suited our competition purposes perfectly, as well as allowing 
reminisce over a classic TV comedy.

The entire layout, from buildings to rolling stock, is scratchbuilt 
and kit-bashed. A working stone tipper and sound effects are 
some of the layout’s many delightful intricacies.

The model has been featured in the 2006 US publication ‘Small 
Layout Scrapbook - Model Railroading in Very Small Spaces,’ 
with our thanks to the Late Carl Arendt.

An exhibition film & further information are available on the website.
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specificatioNs
Scale  G-scale 1/24th

Prototype  Fictional, French

Layout dimensions 0.75m  x  0.55m  x  0.65m
(W x D x H)  2’5”  x  1’9”  x  2’ 

Overall stand space 1.8m  x  1.2m      6’  x  4’

Insurance value £1,000

Exhibition requirements

- 1 table to accomodate above dimensions 
- 1 mains 230v 13A 3-pin power supply 
- 3 chairs/stools 
- Vegetarian lunches for 2 operators 
- Barriers are not required

Travel 
Please provide for expenses from Chelmsford, 
Essex at a rate of 40 pence per mile.
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